Wheel

The wheel was invented during Neolithic times. It was used by early farmers for transportation. Later, the Sumerians invented the wagon wheel, which was used for transporting goods and people. Later uses of the wheel were chariots, wheel barrows, and wagons. The invention of the wheel (and axle) was the most important invention in transportation before 1500, and it is still used everywhere for transportation today.

Mathematics

Math dates back to 2000 BC, in Babylon and Egypt. In Egypt, a decimal number system was used, and they could solve arithmetic problems, and problems with fractions. They could also calculate the correct area of shapes. Babylonians had a number system based on 60, which is now used for time (seconds in a minute, minutes in an hour) There were many great Greek mathematicians, such as Pythagorus, Euclid, and Archimedes. Pythagorus found the Pythagorean theorem. Euclid compiled a book of all the mathematical knowledge up to that point in time. Archimedes investigated the centers of gravity of solids floating in water. Muslims created plane and spherical trigonometry. Indians discovered zero, and the decimal system that is used today. 

Metal

Metal was first used in prehistoric times, were used for arts, weapons, tools, coins, jewelry, utensils, cups and many other things.  Many techniques were developed during prehistory on copper, but were eventually used on other metals. One of these techniques was hammering the metal into a desired shaped, which was more effective if the metal was heated at the same time. A technique for separating the ore from metal, smelting led to the invention of bronze. Bronze is a mixture of tin and copper, that when hot was more fluid and was harder when it cooled. Bronze was used for weapons, containers, furniture, bells, and other things.

The metals gold and silver were mostly used for jewelry, coins, cups, and bowls, and lead was used mostly for plumbing and pipes. 

Boats/Sailing

Boats and sailing is supposed to have started at the same place as civilization: The Fertile Crescent and surrounding areas. The first written record of a ship came from a man whose ship had sunk during a storm in the Red Sea. He told of the boat that it was 180 feet long and 60 feet in the beam (wide). Sailors originally kept to river travel for trade and communication, but later on the Minoans journeyed long routes over the sea (Mediterranean) Their maritime supremacy was passed on to the Phoenicians and the Greeks, which later came to the Romans. This trait enabled them to ultimately conquer and defeat Carthage, making them the power in the Mediterranean. This gave them control over trade and over other coastal countries. Later, many European countries used boats to explore and colonize the world.

Nowadays, sailing is a recreational activity and modern transportation can travel much faster than any boat. But, still, there is need for boats. Cargo ships supply us with the oil we need to supply our cars and other items.. Finally, boats are still used as a weapon of war for better overseas deployment, recon and other important functions. A superior navy can and many times has proven to change the course of a war.

Glass

Glass is basically composed of silica, that is melted and shaped. Glass was being made in 2000 BC, and the first glass objects were beads, and hollow glass objects weren’t made until 1500 BC. Glass was used for jars, containers, windows, and art. Glass is now used for many more things than it was then, and was a very important technological advancement.

Horse Riding.

Horse riding in the past has been the best overland transportation up till about 1900. Obviously, you can’t just leap on the back of a horse, so a saddle and stirrups are needed for more efficient and balanced riding.  People rode horses, and horses pulled chariots and wagons to transport goods from place to place. They were used to deliver messages and as scouts or advanced parties in times of war. Horses were also used as farm animals to plow fields.  Horses were also used for recreation and hunting, and they were the transportation of the upper class until a few hundred years ago.

Fire

Early humans discovered fire during the ice age, when it became necessary to develop ways of keeping warm or migrate to warmer areas to avoid death from exposure.  Fire was later used by early humans to scare off animals, for cooking, and to drive animals out of caves. Later, as civilizations developed, fire was used to fire pottery, make glass, smelt metal, and for light. 

Medicine

The degree of serious medicinal practice depended greatly on the resources available to a people and its religious. The ancient Egyptians used an approach that acknowledged their lack of greater knowledge about the human body. They used realistic cures learned through proper medical observation and for the less accessible problems, they turned to prayers and priestly stuff. The Babylonians and Assyrians were influenced mostly by religious themes and thus didn’t learn much about the body but made great Psychological cures. The Indians, consequently had no conflicting religious background and did the most medical work for their time. The things they did in surgical procedures dates nearly to one hundred years back. They were way past the Medieval Europeans from 1000 to 1500 BC. Obviously, medicine is still used today, and in as many baffling and incomprehensible ways. It is vital for the forward motion of a people and also the vitality of a people.

Writing/ Printing Press

The first forms of writing appeared in Sumeria in around 3500 BC. This writing were cunieforms, symbols that were written on clay tablets with reeds. Later, the Egyptians invented papyrus, a paper made out of papyrus reeds. The Chinese also invented paper, which they initially used for clothing and wrapping. They then realized that it would make the perfect writing medium, and used it instead of brittle strip of bark.  By the second century AD, the Chinese had invented a printing press that printed pages from one block. They also invented a moveable type system, but since the Chinese language has thousands of characters, the idea was not practical. Later in Europe, a press using movable type was developed (again) and Johann Gutenburg printed the bible.  The printing press helped spread ideas, and produce books quickly and cheaply.

Pottery

Pottery was invented during the neolithic age. Early farmers would shape clay pots, and sun dry them. Later, pottery was fired in kilns to make them harder and more durable. Clay jars were used to store surplus foods, and before the invention of metal and glassware, it was best way to store food. Pottery was also used for bowls and other things. It was often decorated with paintings, and since they are easily preserved, many of these artifacts are still extant today.

